ii Cosmopolitan Civil Societies Journal, Vol.2, No.2, 2010 ISSN: 1837 Sean Gorman's paper 'Sporting chance: Indigenous sport participation in Australian history', is as critically aware as Cottle's article, but more upbeat in that he believes contemporary sport is more likely to tackle racism than perpetuate it. Drawing on interviews with Indigenous sports stars, such as AFL footballer Michael Long, Gorman argues that without sport providing opportunities -and therefore hopes of achievement -for many young
Aboriginal men, they would be in a worse position. This is not just his view but that of Long, who asserts that 'Sport has been our greatest ally' in the fight against racism and in the quest for greater Aboriginal self respect among the Australian community generally. As someone who has worked in Aboriginal Studies for more than two decades, Gorman does not seek to romanticise sport, but he sees in its contemporary form, such as with anti-racism measures in the AFL, the opportunity to build a more inclusive and cohesive community of all comers.
